
By John Lynds

When Terminal C at Lo-
gan International Airport un-
derweant a major renovation 
several years ago, the biggest 
complaint from the airport 
neighbors was 'why were 
there not more opprtunities 
for Eastie businesses at the 
new terminal?'. 

While the modern termi-
nal included upgrades to food 
establishments that became 
popular in and around Bos-
ton like Jerry Remy's Sports 
Bar, BOLOCO Burritos and 
Dunkin Donuts, some felt 
Terminal C could have show-
cased longtime Eastie estab-
lishments like Kelley's Square 
Pub, Angela's Cafe or Santar-
pio's Pizza. 

Massport is hoping to 
change that major oversight 
six years ago when the Port 
Authority was planning out 
Terminal C and will host a 
breakfast aimed a creating 
more business opportunities 
for Eastie companies. 

On April 14, Massport, 
the East Boston Chamber of 
Commerce and East Boston 
Main Streets will co-host an 
informational breakfast on the 
'Massport Means Business' 
initiative. East Boston busi-
nesses are invited to the 8:30 

a.m. breakfast at the Noddle 
Island Community Room, 15 
Transportation Way, locat-
ed on the lower level of the 
Rental Car Center Facility at 
Boston Logan International 
Airport.

"In 2015, Logan Interna-
tional Airport generated $5.5 
million in economic activity 
for East Boston businesses. 
Massport's mission is to en-
sure that East Boston busi-
nesses have every opportuni-
ty to thrive by partnering with 
us to serve our passengers, 
airlines, security and mainte-
nance needs," said Massport 
CEO Thomas Glynn. "We 
are very pleased to work with 
the East Boston Chamber of 
Commerce and East Boston 
Main Streets on this effort."

According to Massport, 
at the breakfast Eastie busi-
nesses will meet with Mass-
port staff members, who buy 
goods and services from lo-
cal vendors every day. Eastie 
companies will be able to reg-
ister to receive information on 
upcoming Massport needs for 
goods and services; receive 
detailed information on Mass-
port bid procedures; and learn 
about the type of products and 
services Massport typically 
buys. 

Massport needs a variety of 

services and supplies to op-
erate including products like 
software, tools, paint, uni-
forms, building maintenance 
supplies, as well as services 
like moving, snow removal, 
office and uniform cleaning, 
and landscaping needs are 
all on Massport's purchasing 
lists.

"The board and staff of 
East Boston Main Streets are 
thrilled to partner with the 
East Boston Chamber and 
MassPort to help minority 
and women owned business-
es gain better access to some 
of the great business opportu-
nities present at the Port Au-
thority," said EBMS Director 
Max Gruner.  "We have ob-
served for a while that many 
of our micro and small busi-
nesses are faced with signif-
icant barriers when trying to 
identify larger, well-paying 
cooperate accounts - we are 
hopeful that clarifying and 
simplifying the processes of 
becoming a cooperate vendor 
will provide East Boston busi-
nesses with new and exciting 
opportunities."  

Registration is required for 
the breakfast. Please RSVP to 
Massport Office of Commu-
nity Relations 617-568-3711.

"This is a good opprtunity 
for East Boston businesses 
owners to increase thier pro-
ductivity and gain a higher 
profile outside of East Bos-
ton," said Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro. 

tential threat to Silvestro's 
company, Berardi said Ever-
source’s own expert admit-
ted to an Electric Magnetic 
Field (EMF) link to a pos-
sible increase for childhood 
leukemia at a Empower Win-
chester meeting in February. 
Winchester is also fighting 
an Eversource substation pro-
posal and a You Tube video 
exists of the admission. 

However, Hoey said their 
own hired experts for the 
Eastie project found no link 
between the EMFs the Eagle 
Square substation would cre-
ate and cancer and added that 
the EMF created would be 
equivalent to using an 'elec-
tric shaver'. 

Berardi shot back and said 
the physician Eversource 
hired for the Eastie study, Dr. 
Peter Valberg of Cambridge, 
was a former expert witness 
for the cigarette manufactur-
er, Phillip Morris Company. 

In the 2015 class action 
lawsuit Lori Aspinall v. Phil-
lip-Morris brought by Aspi-
nall alleged that Phillip-Mor-
ris misled those who bought 
its cigarettes by calling one 
of its products “Marlboro 
Lights.” Aspinall claims that 
the name misled the 197,700 
members of the class into 
thinking that Marlboro Lights 
cigarettes had less nicotine in 
them and were a less harmful 
alternative.

According to court docu-
ments, Dr. Valberg was the 
only expert called that con-
cluded that Marlboro Lights 
were safer than “full flavor” 
cigarettes despite the surgeon 
general and several other 
groups, including the Nation-
al Cancer Institute and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention findings that 
“light” cigarettes can be more 
harmful to consumers than 
the full-flavor brands.

Last month Eastie's two 
elected officials wrote a letter 
to the state's Environment and 
Energy Secretary, Matthew A. 
Beaton, and Chair of the En-
ergy Facilities Siting Board, 
Angela M. O'Connor, looking 

for answers to several ques-
tions regarding the project. 

"We understand that you 
have conducted an indepen-
dent analysis of the expected 
impacts of the proposed sub-
station," wrote Rep. Adrian 
Madaro and City Councilor 
Sal LaMattina. "As the elect-
ed officials of East Boston, 
we have some questions per-
taining to this study. In partic-
ular, we would like to better 
understand the impacts to our 
community with quantifiably 
measurable data and seek an-
swers to (several) questions."

Madaro and LaMattina 
want to know the following: 

• Is there a demonstrable 
need for this substation in 
East Boston?

• What are the expected 
health impacts to the residents 
of East Boston?

• What are the expected 
environmental impacts to the 
community of East Boston?

• What are the expected 
impacts to surrounding busi-
nesses?

• What alternatives have 
been explored? In particular, 
has the possibility been ex-

plored of expanding the Chel-
sea facility to accommodate 
the need for more power?

• Where else have these 
types of high voltage lines 
been run? In other words, are 
there other communities that 
house these high voltage lines 
in residential areas, and if so, 
what have their impacts been?

• What are the risks in-
volved when these high volt-
age lines are installed under-
ground? What are the risks 
presented to the community 
with the construction and op-
eration of the substation?

• Are there risks involved 
with the proposed substation 
being located near oil tanks?

• What percentage of the 
load capacity created by the 
substation will be used by Lo-
gan International Airport?

• What impacts would this 
substation have on nearby 
property values and home in-
surance rates?

• How would the current 
proposal impact operations 
of the proposed City of Bos-
ton Public Works, EMS, and 
Police facilities at the same 
location?. 
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FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $17.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the  
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,  
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

Served Upon Arrival
Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

Buffet Luncheon Menu
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo
Eggplant Parmigiana
Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Per 
Person

Above price does not include a 15% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA
Telephone: 617-567-4499                   www.spinellis.com

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Established 1937 

 617-567-6700 • 781-289-6700
WE HAVE MOVED TO OUR 

 NEW LOCATION 
319 BROADWAY, REVERE

Auto/Motorcycle &  
Home/Condo/Apartment Insurance

Cynthia Graff, AAI & Julia Bisconti
Representing The Travelers of MA and 

Plymouth Rock Assurance

Massport to host business opportunity 
breakfast for Eastie businesses

At Monday night's Jeffries Point Neighborhood Association 
meeting, Chanel Fish's attorney Don Berardi (pictured) squared 
off against Eversource's John Hoey. Chanel Fish is looking to 
block Eversource's plan to build a substation in Eagle Square. 

By John Lynds

The man arrested for tak-
ing photos inside the Callahan 
Tunnel was placed on pretri-
al probation for 18 months, 
during which time he must re-
port to the Department of Pro-
bation in the event he reenters 
the U.S. 

Muhammad Mamun, 25, 
of Bangladesh was arrested 
on March 27 on one count of 
trespassing for being present 
on foot inside the tunnel in vi-
olation of signs clearly mark-
ing it as a no pedestrian zone.  

Released on his own recogni-
zance but forced to wear an 
ankle monitor and ordered not 
to leave the country before 
last weeks court appearance. 

According to reports, Ma-
mun was arrested by State Po-
lice after he entered the tunnel 
on foot and was seen taking 
pictures inside the tunnel. 

Mamun,a medical stu-
dent in Bangladesh currently 
working with a program at 
Mass. General Hospital, said 
the entire incident was a mis-
understanding and he was not 
aware the tunnel was off lim-
its to foot traffic. 

He said he wanted to travel 
to Eastie to take photos of the 
skyline and thought he could 
access the neighborhood via 
the Callahan on foot. 

Police searched through 
Mamun's phone and camera. 

Mamun was due to return 
home to Bangladesh on April 
1 but the judge ordered he 
remain in Boston until last 
Thursday (April 7). 

He had also been inter-
viewed by the FBI  and his 
case was forwarded to the 
Joint Terrorism Task Force. 

Man caught taking pictures 
in Callahan on probation

By Seth Daniel

The Boston City Coun-
cil voted 12-1 last Wednes-
day, April 6, to approve a 
home rule petition that would 
lengthen Council terms to 
four years from the existing 
two-year terms.

As a Home Rule Petition, 
the matter must still be ap-
proved by Mayor Martin 
Walsh and the State Legisla-
ture before becoming law.

Voting against the measure 
was Council President Mi-
chelle Wu.

The change is the result 
of a yearlong examination of 
the City Charter by the Char-
ter Change Committee led by 
Dorchester Councilor Frank 
Baker. The change in the 
length of a term was some-
thing initially suggested last 
year, and then re-introduced 
in the new session. A public 
hearing took place in March.

Wu said she voted against 
the matter because 

"My concern with moving 
to four-year Council terms is 
that this would strengthen in-
cumbency and raise barriers 

for new candidates,” she said. 
“I believe having an election 
every two years is important 
for accountability and repre-
sentation.”

She said she recalled as a 
new candidate having to work 
extremely hard to raise money 
so that she could prove to be 
a viable candidate. She said 
giving incumbents more time 
to amass larger campaign ac-
counts would only discourage 
new candidates.

However, councilors such 
as Sal LaMattina said they 
supported the effort because 
it made more sense and would 
potentially attract more can-
didates for office. It also, he 
said, would save the City 
money on an off year with no 
mayoral race.

“I support this for two rea-
sons,” he said. “First, in the 
off-year without a mayor’s 
race you have very, very low 
voter turnout. To run a elec-
tion where no one votes costs 
$800,000. You would also get 
more candidates if it’s every 
four years instead of every 
two years. That’s the two rea-
sons I voted for this.”

The nuts and bolts of the 
matter would extend the term 
so it lines up with the Mayor-
al election cycle. Councilors 
would only be up for election 
on years when the mayor is up 
for election.

In another less controver-
sial matter, the Council voted 
to bar candidates from run-
ning for two municipal offices 
at the same time – something 
done in the last election cycle 
by former Councilor Charles 
Yancey when he ran for 
Council and mayor.

That was approved 12-0.
“It’s just not right and not 

fair,” said LaMattina. “That 
was something we had to take 
care of.”

Mayor Martin Walsh said 
this week he is still reviewing 
both proposals and hasn’t tak-
en a stance on either yet.

Both matters have to be ap-
proved by Mayor Walsh first, 
and then they would be sent 
to the State House as a home 
rule petition. There, the State 
Legislature would have to ap-
prove the change.

Council votes 12-1 to approve 
petition for four-year terms


