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By John Lynds

As more and more large 
scale developments come to 
East Boston's waterfront and 
surrounding areas, energy util-
ity Eversource has argued the 
substation in Chelsea will not 
be able to handle the extra load 
of energy needed to service the 
neighborhood. 

At a community meeting 
last year, Eversource's John 
Hoey and Michael Maley 
pitched the Boston energy pro-
vider's  plans to build a sub-
station on the Chelsea Creek 
near the Department of Public 
Works' yard on Eagle Hill. 

Several years ago, to find a 
suitable location for Eastie's 
new branch library on Bremen 
Street, the city and Eversource 
(formerly NStar) entered into 
a land swap deal. The site of 
the new library was owned 
by Eversource and was to be 
the location of a future Eastie 
substation. However, Ever-
source was able to get a piece 
of city land near the DPW 
yard on East Eagle Street for a 
new substation. The site was a 
much better fit for Eversource 
because they could simply run 
the electrical conduits under 
the creek from Chelsea to the 
East Eagle substation. 

However, it was not a better 
fit for the owner of Channel 
Fish that will be next door to 
the planned substation. 

While Hoey argued there 
would be there would be "min-
imal disruption to the neigh-
borhood", Channel Fish's 
owner Louis Silvestro has 
been pleading his case to the 
state's Energy Facilities Siting 
Board who will rule on the 
substation's location. 

Aside from his environmen-
tal concerns, Silvestro argues 
the magnetic field the substa-
tion would produce would hin-
der very sensitive metal detec-
tion equipment inside his fish 
processing plant. 

The Channel Fish plant 
processes fish for human and 
animal consumption as well 
as bait. However, all fish pro-

cessed must go through a rig-
orous inspection that includes 
making sure all metal is re-
moved from the fish before it 
is packaged. 

Silvestro also has concerns 
over placing the substation 
next to his property because 
it might jeopardize the future 
Police/EMT station planned 
for the future--a project he 
supports.  

Eastie's two elected offi-
cials have written a letter to 
the state's Environment and 
Energy Secretary, Matthew A. 
Beaton, and Chair of the Ener-
gy Facilities Siting Board, An-
gela M. O'Connor looking for 
answers to several questions 
regarding the project. 

"We understand that you 
have conducted an indepen-
dent analysis of the expected 
impacts of the proposed sub-
station," wrote Rep. Adrian 
Madaro and City Councilor 
Sal LaMattina. "As the elect-
ed officials of East Boston, we 
have some questions pertain-
ing to this study. In particular, 
we would like to better under-
stand the impacts to our com-
munity with quantifiably mea-
surable data and seek answers 
to (several) questions."

Madaro and LaMattina 
want to know the following: 
Is there a demonstrable need 
for this substation in East Bos-
ton?; What are the expected 
health impacts to the residents 
of East Boston?; What are 
the expected environmental 
impacts to the community of 
East Boston?; What are the ex-
pected impacts to surrounding 
businesses?; What alternatives 
have been explored? In partic-
ular, has the possibility been 
explored of expanding the 
Chelsea facility to accommo-
date the need for more power?; 
Where else have these types of 
high voltage lines been run? 
In other words, are there other 
communities that house these 
high voltage lines in residen-
tial areas, and if so, what have 

their impacts been?; What are 
the risks involved when these 
high voltage lines are installed 
underground? What are the 
risks presented to the commu-
nity with the construction and 
operation of the substation?; 
Are there risks involved with 
the proposed substation being 
located near oil tanks?; What 
percentage of the load capac-
ity created by the substation 
will be used by Logan Interna-
tional Airport?; What impacts 
would this substation have on 
nearby property values and 
home insurance rates?; and fi-
nally, How would the current 
proposal impact operations of 
the proposed City of Boston 
Public Works, EMS, and Po-
lice facilities at the same loca-
tion?. 
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The Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Invites you to attend a public meeting regarding:

The Toll Plaza Removal At The Sumner Tunnel 
and the Proposed Roadwork

TUESDAY, MARCH, 8th:  6 PM 
at

East Boston High School - Auditorium
86 White Street, East Boston

After MassDOT’s implementation of All Electronic Tolling (AET) the Depart-
ment will be removing the toll plaza on the East Boston side of the Sumner 
Tunnel.  This project includes the reconfiguration and reconstruction of the 

approaching roadways to the Sumner Tunnel and adjacent intersections. 
The work will also include upgrades to signage, pavement markings, pedes-

trian accommodations, and roadway appurtenances within the limits of 
work.

If you have any questions, please contact:
Jim Kersten

Legislative Liaison, MassDOT
email: James.A.Kersten@state.ma.us

The meeting space is accessible to people with disabilities. If you need a rea-
sonable accommodation (such as American Sign Language Interpreters, as-
sistive listening devices, handouts in alternate formats, etc.) and/or language 
assistance to fully participate, please contact John Romano at MassDOT at 
857-368-8905 or james.a.kersten@state.ma.us before February 23, 2016.  

Such accommodations will be provided free of charge.
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← Governor Baker presents Coach Garcia Dalzon with an official 

citation congratulating the City Championship EBHS Boys 
Indoor Track Team.

 The East Boston Central Catholic School Choir, led by Mr. Ron 
Pardi, sang the National Anthem at the event.

Governor Baker, Representative Adrian Madaro, John Nucci, 
EBCC Choir Director Ron Pardi and Massport CEO Tom Glynn 
pictured with the East Boston Central Catholic School Choir. 

Battle brewing over Eversource substation

Former State Rep. Gus Serra pleads the case for his longtime friend, Channel Fish owner Louis 
Silvestro at a recent community meeting. Silvestro fears a substation placed next to his business 
would have a huge impact on his fish processing plant and surrounding community. 

Scenes from Nucci swearing in 
last Thursday at the State House


